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related to the PMA Group, an organiza-
tion being investigated right now by 
the Department of Justice. I urge my 
colleagues to support this nonpartisan 
resolution. 

f 

HONORING SUSAN AXELROD AND 
CURE 

(Mr. PERLMUTTER asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, it 
is my honor today to rise to recognize 
two extraordinary people, Susan 
Axelrod and her daughter Lauren, for 
their work on issues concerning epi-
lepsy. One of the very first meetings I 
had in the Congress was with Susan 
Axelrod, who came to visit me because 
she knew that I have a daughter with 
epilepsy. As parents of kids with chron-
ic illnesses, and many people have fam-
ily members who have chronic ill-
nesses, it is a life-consuming endeavor 
to try to find a cure. 

Susan founded the nonprofit organi-
zation called CURE, Citizens United for 
Research in Epilepsy, to educate the 
public, encourage research and raise 
funds for epilepsy. Susan’s research 
through CURE revealed a new drug 
treatment which has stopped Lauren’s 
seizures for the last 9 years. 

In the decade since its inception, 
CURE has raised millions of dollars 
and has made great strides in the sci-
entific community to develop research 
projects which one day may find a cure 
for other people with epilepsy like my 
daughter Alexis. Susan also assisted 
me with a bill to help returning service 
men and women who have suffered 
brain injuries and now are having sei-
zures. I applaud her commitment to in-
creasing funding for epilepsy research, 
and I honor her today. 

I will submit for the CONGRESSIONAL 
RECORD an article about Susan and 
Lauren’s commitment to curing epi-
lepsy published in Parade Magazine 
dated February 15, 2009, entitled ‘‘I 
Must Save My Child.’’ 
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PROTECT THE SECRET BALLOT 

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, I am grateful to be an origi-
nal cosponsor of the Secret Ballot Pro-
tection Act, a piece of commonsense 
legislation introduced last week. This 
bill preserves the right of every worker 
to a secret ballot election when decid-
ing whether or not to join a union. 

We can all agree that intimidation 
and coercion have no place in our 
working environment, and should not 
be a part of a worker’s decision to join 
or not join a union. After all, Ameri-
cans have the right to elect their rep-
resentatives here in Washington by se-
cret ballot. Why should the decision to 

elect representation in the workplace 
be any different? 

The Secret Ballot Protection Act 
would guarantee the fundamental right 
of privacy, a vital part of our Nation’s 
founding principles. It would protect 
American workers and American indus-
try from the powerful special interests 
here in Washington. It would promote 
jobs in America. 

In conclusion, God bless our troops, 
and we will never forget September the 
11th. 

f 

HAVE FAITH IN AMERICA’S 
FUTURE 

(Mr. YARMUTH asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. YARMUTH. Mr. Speaker, yester-
day, in this Chamber, Prime Minister 
Gordon Brown talked to us about hav-
ing faith in the future, and that, in 
fact, is what America’s always been 
about, having faith that the future will 
be better for all of us. But it’s impos-
sible for the American people to have 
faith in the future, faith in their future 
when the next illness or accident could 
drive them into bankruptcy or, in fact, 
could end their lives because they have 
insufficient access to quality, afford-
able health care. 

This Congress and this administra-
tion is committed to changing that. We 
are committed to making sure that 
health care is a right that every Amer-
ican can exercise. And we have already 
taken the first steps in this Congress, 
by expanding SCHIP, by providing as-
sistance to the States to provide more 
Medicaid, and finally, by developing 
the infrastructure, by investing in that 
health care infrastructure that will 
help make a system that can provide 
quality, accessible health care to ev-
eryone. That’s what restoring faith in 
the future means to this Congress. 

And this afternoon, when President 
Obama convenes his first health care 
summit, we will begin to take the 
steps, as a Nation, to develop the kind 
of health care system we all can be 
proud of and that will bring faith in 
the future to every American. 

f 

HEALTH CARE REFORM 

(Mr. TIM MURPHY of Pennsylvania 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute.) 

Mr. TIM MURPHY of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Speaker, today the White House 
convenes a forum on health care, and 
we do need health care reform. We have 
the best health care available in the 
world, but it’s just too expensive for 
too many. Why? 

A brand new report from the New 
England Health Care Institute stated 
that in our $2.3 trillion health care sys-
tem, a full 30 percent of total spending 
could be eliminated without reducing 
health care quality. This is a savings of 
$800 billion; savings that comes from 
improving the quality of care, savings 
from eliminating misuse of drugs and 

less effective treatments. And we can 
find even more savings from stopping 
Medicare and Medicaid fraud. 

We can make quality health care af-
fordable and accessible. Let us work to-
gether for true reform. Let’s fix it and 
make it better, not finance a broken 
system. Reform is the best medicine. 

f 

HEALTH CARE REFORM 
(Mr. PALLONE asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I was 
pleased to see my colleague from Penn-
sylvania, Mr. MURPHY, who serves on 
the Energy and Commerce Committee 
with me, to talk about the need for 
health care reform and the health sum-
mit that President Obama’s calling 
today. It is a bipartisan summit. It is 
an effort to reach out to both parties 
to come up with solutions for health 
care reform. 

And as Mr. MURPHY said, one of the 
biggest concerns is cost containment. 
We know that there’s a lot of money in 
the system that we think can be saved 
and used to make health care available 
to more people. Basically, if you listen 
to President Obama, he said we need to 
expand coverage. We want to have uni-
versal coverage. Everyone should have 
health insurance. 

But one way of achieving that and 
paying for it is to deal with the costs, 
because we know that they’re out of 
hand. And increasingly, employers 
can’t afford health insurance because 
of the costs. Individuals that go out 
and try to buy health insurance in the 
individual market find it hard to afford 
the cost. And also, we have existing 
government programs like Medicare, 
Medicaid and SCHIP that it’s hard for 
them to continue to function because 
of the costs of those programs. 

We need reform now on a bipartisan 
basis. 

f 

THE RIGHT TO KEEP AND BEAR 
ARMS IS PART OF AMERICA’S 
HERITAGE 
(Mr. REHBERG asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. REHBERG. Mr. Speaker, from 
hunting to protecting our families and 
property, the right to keep and bear 
arms is a part of America’s heritage. 

This weekend, as I traveled around 
Montana, I heard concern in my con-
stituents’ voices as we cussed and dis-
cussed House Resolution 45. This bill 
criminalizes gun ownership as we know 
it. It requires gun owners to register 
with the Federal Government after 
completing a list of government cer-
tifications. Gun owners and the fire-
arms they own would be tracked in a 
government database, a database that 
would make eventual collection of 
guns by government agents an easy 
task. This is the first step, but it’s one 
we must not take. 

Gun owners are not criminals. They 
are patriots. 
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